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A If large earthquakes occur every 200 years and release all of the accumulated
strain, we can still infer that our estimate of shear stress represents a lower
limit of the absolute shear stress. In other words, the slope of the
velocity/distance curve will continue to get steeper until the earthquake
occurs.

é The width of the zone of deformation is related to the shear modulus of the material. A higher shear
modulus would result in a wider zone of deformation.

| conceptualize this in what is probably an imperfect way... | think of the continuous solid like a fluid, and

think of the shear modulus as viscosity (which it is, after all, in a fluid). The more viscous the substance,
the further the stress signal will travel in the continuum.
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